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CONFERENCE 
COMMITTEE REPORT 

3rd Printing 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 

H.B. No. 2150 

1 AN ACT 

2 relating to the organization of a grand jury. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS: 

4 SECTION 1. Article 19.01, Code of Criminal Procedure, is 

5 amended to read as follows: 

6 Art. 19.01. SELECTION AND SUMMONS OF PROSPECTIVE GRAND 

7 JURORS [APPOINTMENT OF JURY COMMISSIONERS; SELECTION WITHOUT JURY 

8 COMMISSIO~J]. [+a+J The [district judge, at or during any term of 

9 court, shall appoint not less than three, nor more than five persons 

10 to perform the duties of jury commissioners, and shall cause the 

11 sheriff to notify them of their appointment, and when and ~;rhere they 

12 are to appear. The district judge shall, in the order appointing 

13 such commissioners, designate 'dhether such commissioners shall 

14 serve during the term at ',;rhich selected or for the neJEt succeeding 

15 term. Such commissioners shall receive as compensation for each 

16 day or part thereof they may serve the cum of Ten Dollars, and they 

17 shall possess the follo'.;ring qualifications: 

18 [1. Be intelligent citiBens of the county and able to read 

19 and '•Hite the English language; 

20 

21 

[2. Be qualified jurors in the county; 

[3. Have no suit in said court which requires intervention 

22 of a jury; 

23 

24 

[4. Be residents of different portions of the county; and 

[5. The came person shall not act as jury commissioner more 
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H.B. No. 2150 

1 than once in any 12-month period. 

2 [ (b) In lieu of the selection of prospective jurors by means 

3 of a jury commission / the J district judge shall [ffi-a¥] dire ct that 20 

4 to 125 prospective grand jurors be selected and summoned, with 

5 return on summons, in the same manner as for the selection and 

6 summons of panels for the trial of civil cases in the district 

7 courts. The judge shall try the qualifications for and excuses from 

8 service as a grand juror and impanel the completed grand jury [±H 

9 the same manner] as provided by this chapter [for grand jurors 

10 selected by a jury commission]. 

11 SECTION 2. Article 19. 07, Code of Criminal Procedure, is 

12 amended to read as follows: 

13 Art. 19. 07. EXTENSION BEYOND TERM OF PERIOD FOR WHICH GRAND 

14 JURORS SHALL SIT. If prior to the expiration of the term for which 

15 the grand jury was impaneled, it is made to appear by a declaration 

16 of the foreman or of a majority of the grand jurors in open court, 

17 that the investigation by the grand jury of the matters before it 

18 cannot be concluded before the expiration of the term, the judge of 

19 the district court in which said grand jury was impaneled may, by 

20 the entry of an order on the minutes of said court, extend, from 

21 time to time, for the purpose of concluding the investigation of 

22 matters then before it, the period during which said grand jury 

23 shall sit, for not to exceed a total of ninety days after the 

24 expiration of the term for which it was impaneled, and all 

25 indictments pertaining thereto returned by the grand jury within 

26 said extended period shall be as valid as if returned before the 

27 expiration of the term. [The extension of the term of a grand jury 
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H.B. No. 2150 

1 under this article does not affect the provisions of Article 19.06 

2 relating to the selection and summoning of grand jurors for each 

3 regularly scheduled term.] 

4 SECTION 3. Article 19.08, Code of Criminal Procedure, is 

5 amended to read as fallows: 

6 Art. 19.08. QUALIFICATIONS. No person shall be selected or 

7 serve as a grand juror who does not possess the following 

8 qualifications: 

9 1. The person must be a citizen of the state, and of 

10 the county in which the person is to serve, and be qualified under 

11 the Constitution and laws to vote in said county, provided that the 

12 per son's failure to register to vote shall not be held to disqualify 

13 the person in this instance; 

14 2. The person must be of sound mind and good moral 

15 character; 

16 3. The person must be able to read and write; 

17 4. The person must not have been convicted of 

18 misdemeanor theft or a felony; 

19 5. The person must not be under indictment or other 

20 legal accusation for misdemeanor theft or a felony; 

21 6. The person must not be related within the third 

22 degree of consanguinity or second degree of affinity, as determined 

23 under Chapter 573, Government Code, to any person selected to serve 

24 or serving on the same grand jury; 

25 7. The person must not have served as grand juror [-e-r-

26 jury cormnissioner] in the year before the date on which the term of 

27 court for which the person has been selected as grand juror begins; 
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H.B. No. 2150 

1 and 

2 8. The person must not be a complainant in any matter 

3 to be heard by the grand jury during the term of court for which the 

4 person has been selected as a grand juror. 

5 SECTION 4. Article 19.18, Code of Criminal Procedure, is 

6 amended to read as follows: 

7 Art. 19.18. IF LESS THAN SIXTEEN [FOURTEEH] ATTEND. When 

8 less than sixteen [fourteen] of those summoned to serve as grand 

9 jurors are found to be in attendance and qualified to so serve, the 

10 court shall order the sheriff to summon such additional number of 

11 persons as may be deemed necessary to constitute a grand jury of 

12 twelve persons and four [.t-we-] alternates. 

13 SECTION 5. Article 19.19, Code of Criminal Procedure, is 

14 amended to read as follows: 

15 Art. 19.19. JURORS TO ATTEND FORTHWITH. The jurors 

16 provided for in Article 19.18 [the trdo preceding Articles] shall be 

17 summoned in person to attend before the court forthwith. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

SECTION 6. Article 19.20, Code of Criminal Procedure, is 

amended to read as follows: 

Art. 19.20. TO SUMMON QUALIFIED PERSONS. On [~] 

directing the sheriff to summon grand jurors [not selected by the 

22 3ury cofflffiissioners], the court shall instruct the sheriff [fH:.m] 

23 that the sheriff [h-e-] must not summon any [-n-e-] person to serve as a 

24 grand juror who does not possess the qualifications prescribed by 

25 law. 

26 SECTION 7. Article 19.23, Code of Criminal Procedure, is 

27 amended to read as follows: 
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1 Art. 19.23. MODE OF TEST. In trying the qualifications of 

2 any person to serve as a grand juror, that person [~] shall be 

3 asked: 

4 1. Are you a citizen of this state and county, and qualified 

5 to vote in this county, under the Constitution and laws of this 

6 state? 

7 2. Are you able to read and write? 

8 3. Have you ever been convicted of misdemeanor theft or any 

9 [a] felony? 

10 4. Are you under indictment or other legal accusation for 

11 misdemeanor theft or for any felony? 

12 SECTION 8. Article 19.26, Code of Criminal Procedure, is 

13 amended to read as follows: 

14 Art. 19.26. JURY IMPANELED. (a) When at least sixteen 

15 [fourteen] qualified jurors are found to be present, the court 

16 shall select twelve fair and impartial persons to serve as grand 

17 jurors and four additional persons to serve as alternate grand 

18 jurors. The grand jurors and the alternate grand jurors shall be 

19 randomly selected from a fair cross section of the population of the 

20 area served by the court. 

21 (b) The court shall proceed to impanel the grand Jury, 

22 unless a challenge is made, which may be to the array or to any 

23 particular person presented to serve as a grand Juror or an 

24 alternate. 

25 [ (b) The grand jury is composed of not more than t\rnlve 

26 qualified jurors.] In addition, the court shall [qualify and] 

27 impanel four [not more than alternates to serve on 
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1 disqualification or unavailability of a juror during the term of 

2 the grand jury. On learning that a grand juror has become 

3 disqualified or unavailable during the term of the grand jury, the 

4 attorney representing the state shall prepare an order for the 

5 court identifying the disqualified or unavailable juror, stating 

6 the basis for the disqualification or unavailability, dismissing 

7 the disqualified or unavailable juror from the grand jury, and 

8 naming one of the alternates as a member of the grand jury. The 

9 procedure established by this subsection may be used on 

10 disqualification or unavailability of a second or subsequent grand 

11 juror during the term of the grand jury. For purposes of this 

12 subsection, a juror is unavailable if the juror is unable to 

13 participate fully in the duties of the grand jury because of the 

14 death of the jurorL [-e-r] a physical or mental illness of the JurorL 

15 or any other reason the court determines constitutes good cause for 

16 dismissing the juror. 

17 SECTION 9. Article 19.30, Code of Criminal Procedure, is 

18 amended to read as fallows: 

19 Art. 19. 30. CHALLENGE TO "ARRAY". A challenge to the 

20 "array" shall be made in writing for these causes only: 

21 1. That those summoned as grand jurors are not in fact those 

22 selected by the method provided by Article 19.01 [19.0l(b) of this 

23 chapter or by the jury commissioners]; and 

24 2. That [In case of grand jurors summoned by order of the 

25 court, that] the officer who summoned the grand jurors [them had] 

26 acted corruptly in summoning any one or more of them. 

27 SECTION 10. Article 19.31, Code of Criminal Procedure, is 
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1 amended to read as fallows: 

2 Art. 19.31. CHALLENGE TO JUROR. (a) A challenge to a 

3 particular grand juror may be made orally for any of the following 

4 causes [~]: 

5 1. That the Juror is insane; 

6 2. That the juror has such defect in the organs of feeling or 

7 hearing, or such bodily or mental defect or disease as to render the 

8 juror unfit for jury service, or that the juror is legally blind and 

9 the court in its discretion is not satisfied that the juror is fit 

10 for jury service in that particular case; 

11 3. That the juror is a witness in or a target of an 

12 investigation of a grand jury; 

13 4. That the juror served on a petit jury in a former trial of 

14 the same alleged conduct or offense that the grand jury is 

15 investigating; 

16 5. That the juror has a bias or prejudice in favor of or 

17 against the person accused or suspected of committing an offense 

18 that the grand jury is investigating; 

19 6. That from hearsay, or otherwise, there is established in 

20 the mind of the juror such a conclusion as to the guilt or innocence 

21 of the person accused or suspected of committing an offense that the 

22 grand jury is investigating as would influence the juror's vote on 

23 the presentment of an indictment; 

24 7. That the juror is related within the third degree by 

25 consanguinity or affinity, as determined under Chapter 573, 

26 Government Code, to a person accused or suspected of committing an 

27 offense that the grand jury is investigating or to a person who is a 
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1 victim of an offense that the grand jury is investigating; 

2 8. That the juror has a bias or prejudice against any phase 

3 of the law upon which the state is entitled to rely for an 

4 indictment; 

5 9. That the juror [ft.e.] is not a qualified juror; and 

6 10. [.,&..;.-] That the juror [ft.e.] is the prosecutor upon an 

7 accusation against the person making the challenge. 

8 (b) A challenge under Subsection (a) (3) may be made ex parte 

9 and shall be reviewed and ruled on in an in camera proceeding. The 

10 court shall seal any record of the challenge. 

11 (c) In this article, "legally blind" has the meaning 

12 assigned by Article 35 .16 (a) . 

13 SECTION 11. Chapter 19, Code of Criminal Procedure, is 

14 amended by adding Article 19. 315 to read as follows: 

15 Art. 19.315. RECUSAL OF JUROR. (a) If, during the course of 

16 a juror's service on the grand jury, the juror determines that the 

17 juror could be subject to a valid challenge for cause under Article 

18 19.31, the juror shall recuse himself or herself from grand jury 

19 service until the cause no longer exists. A person who knowingly 

20 fails to recuse himself or herself under this subsection may be held 

21 in contempt of court. A person authorized to be present in the grand 

22 jury room shall report a known violation of this subsection to the 

23 court. 

24 (b) The court shall instruct the grand jury as to the duty 

2 5 imposed by Subs e ct ion ( a) . 

26 SECTION 12. Section 24.014(b), Government Code, is amended 

27 to read as follows: 
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1 (b) The judge may impanel [appoint jury coFfl.fFlissioners who 

2 select and drm,rJ grand and petit jurors as provided by law. The 

3 jurors may be summoned to appear before the court at the time 

4 designated by the judge. 

5 SECTION 13. Section 24.135(c), Government Code, is amended 

6 to read as follows: 

7 (c) The judge of the 33rd District Court may [select jury 

8 coFflfflissioners and] impanel grand juries in each county. The judge 

9 of the 33rd District Court may alternate the drawing of grand juries 

10 with the judge of any other district court in each county within the 

11 33rd Judicial District and may order grand and petit juries to be 

12 drawn for any term of the court as the judge determines is 

13 necessary, by an order entered in the minutes of the 

14 court. Indictments within each county may be returned to either 

15 court within that county. 

16 SECTION 14. Section 24.377(b), Government Code, is amended 

17 to read as follows: 

18 (b) The judge of the 198th District Court may [select jury 

19 coFflfFlissioners and] impanel grand juries in each county. The judge 

20 of the 198th District Court may alternate the drawing of grand 

21 juries with the judge of any other district court in each county 

22 within the judge's district and may order grand and petit juries to 

23 be drawn for any term of the judge's court as in the judge's judgment 

24 is necessary, by an order entered in the minutes of the court. 

25 Indictments within each county may be returned to either court 

26 within that county. 

27 SECTION 15. Section 24.396(b), Government Code, is amended 
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1 to read as follows: 

2 (b) The judge of the 218th District Court may [select grand 

3 jury coFAfflissioners and] impanel grand juries in each county in the 

4 district but is not required to impanel a grand Jury in any county 

5 except when the judge [b-e-] considers it necessary. The judge may 

6 alternate the impaneling of grand juries in each county with the 

7 judge of any other district court in that county, or the judges may 

8 by agreement determine which one of the courts will impanel the 

9 grand juries. Indictments within each county may be returned to any 

10 district court within that county. All grand and petit juries drawn 

11 for one district court in each county are interchangeable with any 

12 other district court in that county as if the jury had been drawn 

13 for the court in which it is used. 

14 SECTION 16. Section 24.487(b), Government Code, is amended 

15 to read as fallows: 

16 (b) The judge of the 341st District Court may [select jury 

17 coFA:fflissioners and] impanel grand juries in Webb County. The judge 

18 of the 341st District Court may alternate the drawing of grand 

19 juries with the judge of any other district court in the county. By 

20 order entered on the minutes, for any term that the judge considers 

21 it necessary, the judge may order grand and petit juries to be 

22 drawn. 

23 SECTION 17. Section 24.568(d), Government Code, is amended 

24 to read as fallows: 

25 (d) The judge of the 424th District Court may [select jury 

26 coFA:fflissioners and] impanel grand juries in each county. The judge 

27 of the 424th District Court may alternate the drawing of grand 
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1 juries with the judge of any other district court in each county 

2 within the 424th Judicial District and may order grand and petit 

3 juries to be drawn for any term of the court as the judge determines 

4 is necessary, by an order entered in the minutes of the 

5 court. Indictments within each county may be returned to either 

6 court within that county. 

7 SECTION 18. Section 24.596(b), Government Code, is amended 

8 to read as follows: 

9 (b) The judge of the 452nd District Court may [select jury 

10 commissioners and] impanel grand juries in each county. The judge 

11 of the 452nd District Court may order grand and petit juries to be 

12 drawn for any term of the judge's court as in the judge's judgment is 

13 necessary, by an order entered in the minutes of the court. 

14 SECTION 19. The heading to Section 402. 024, Government 

15 Code, is amended to read as follows: 

16 Sec. 402. 024. DEFENSE OF DISTRICT ATTORNEY [ / GRAND JURY 

17 COMMISSIOI?JER 1 ] OR GRAND JUROR. 

18 SECTION 20. Section 402. 024 (b), Government Code, is amended 

19 to read as follows: 

20 (b) The attorney general shall defend a state [grand jury 

21 commissioner or] grand juror who is a defendant in an action in any 

22 court if: 

23 ( 1) the suit involves an act of the person while in the 

24 performance of duties as a [grand jury commissioner or] grand 

25 juror; and 

26 (2) the person requests the attorney general's 

27 assistance in the defense. 
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1 SECTION 21. The following provisions are repealed: 

2 ( 1) Art i c 1 es 19 . 0 2 , 19 . 0 3 , 19 . 0 4 , 19 . 0 5 , 19 . 0 6 , 19 . 0 9 , 

3 19 . 1 O , 19 . 11 , 19 . 12 , 19 . 13 , 19 . 14 , 19 . 15 , and 19 . 1 7 , Code of 

4 Criminal Procedure; and 

5 ( 2) Section 24. 014 ( c), Government Code. 

6 SECTION 22. (a) Except as provided by Subsection (b) of 

7 this section, the changes in law made by this Act apply to a grand 

8 Jury impaneled on or after the effective date of this Act. A grand 

9 jury impaneled before the effective date of this Act is governed by 

10 the law in effect on the date the grand jury was impaneled, and the 

11 former law is continued in effect for that purpose. 

12 ( b) Sect ion 402. 024 ( b) , Government Code, as amended by this 

13 Act, applies only to a court action arising from an act of a person 

14 that occurs on or after the effective date of this Act. A court 

15 action arising from an act of a person that occurred before the 

16 effective date of this Act is governed by the law in effect on the 

17 date the act occurred, and the former law is continued in effect for 

18 that purpose. 

19 SECTION 23. This Act takes effect September 1, 2015. 
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HOUSE VERSION 

SECTION I. Article 19.01 , Code of Criminal Procedure, is 
amended to read as follows: 

Art. 19.01. APPOINTMENT OF GRAND JURY 
[COAIA.f!SS!.ONERS; SELECTION WITHOUT JURY 
COMMISSION] . 

[fa)] The [ distriet jHdge, at or dHring any term of eourt, shall 
appoint not less than tlwee, nor more than five persons to 
perform the duties of ju!)' eommissioners, aAd shall eaHse the 
sheriff to notify them of their appointment, and •when and 
where they are to appear. The distriet judge shall , in the order 
appointing SHeh eommissioners, designate whether sueh 
eommissioners shall serve dHring the term at •.vhieh seleeted 
or for the next sHeeeeding term. SHeh eommissioners shall 
reeeive as eompensation for eaeh day or part thereof they may 
serve the sHm of Ten Dollars, and they shall possess the 
following qHalifieations: 
[1. Be intelligent citizens of the eoHnty and able to read and 
'#Fite the English langHage; 
[2. Be qHalified jurors in the eoHnt)·; 
[3 . Have no suit in said eoHrt whieh reqHires intervention of a 

~ 
[ 4. Be residents of different portions of the eoHnty; and 
[5. The same person shall not aet as jHI)' eommissioner more 
than onee in any 12 month period. 
[(b) ln lieH of the seleetion of prospeetive jHrors by means of 
a jHI)' commission, the] district judge shall [mey] direct that 
20 to 125 prospective grand jurors be selected and summoned, 
with return on summons, in the same manner as for the 
selection and summons of panels for the trial of civil cases in 
the district courts. The judge shall try the qualifications for 

Associated CCR Draft: 84R33876 

House Bill 2150 
Conference Committee Report 
Section-by-Section Analysis 

SENA TE VERSION (IE) 

SECTION I. Same as House version except Article 19.01 
heading reads as follows: 

Art. 19.01. SELECTION AND SUMMONS OF 
PROSPECTIVE GRAND JURORS [APPOINTA.fElVT OF 
JURY COAIA.f!SSIONERS; SELECTION \l/JTHOUT JURY 
COMMJSSION] . 

CONFERENCE 

SECTION 1. Same as Senate version . 
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HOUSE VERSION 

and excuses from service as a grand juror and impanel the 
completed grand jury [in the same manAer] as provided by this 
chapter [for grandj1:1rors selected by ajHF)' cormnissioA]. 

SECTION 2. Article 19.07, Code of Criminal Procedure, is 
amended. 

SECTION 3. Article 19.08, Code of Criminal Procedure, is 
amended. 

No equivalent provision. 

SECTION 4. Article 19.19, Code of Criminal Procedure, is 
amended. 

SECTION 5. Article 19.20, Code of Criminal Procedure, is 
amended. 

No equivalent provision. 

Associated CCR Draft: 84R33876 

House Bill 2150 
Conference Committee Report 
Section-by-Section Analysis 

SENA TE VERSION (IE) 

SECTION 2. Same as House version. 

SECTION 3. Same as House version. 

SECTION_. Article 19.18, Code of Criminal Procedure, is 
amended to read as follows: 
Art. 19.18. IF LESS THAN SIXTEEN [FOURTEEN] 
ATTEND. When less than sixteen [fo1:1rteen] of those 
summoned to serve as grand jurors are found to be in 
attendance and qualified to so serve, the court shall order the 
sheriff to summon such additional number of persons as may 
be deemed necessary to constitute a grand jury of twelve 
persons and four [twe] alternates. [FA 1(6)] 

SECTION 4. Same as House version. 

SECTION 5. Same as House version. 

SECTION 6. Article 19.23, Code of Criminal Procedure, is 
amended to read as follows: 
Art. 19.23. MODE OF TEST. In trying the qualifications of 
any person to serve as a grand juror, that person [he] shall be 
asked: 

2 

CONFERENCE 

SECTION 2. Same as House version. 

SECTION 3. Same as House version. 

SECTION 4. Same as Senate version. 

SECTION 5. Same as House version. 

SECTION 6. Same as House version. 

SECTION 7. Same as Senate version. 
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HOUSE VERSION 

SECTION 6. Article 19.26(b), Code of Criminal Procedure, 
is amended to read as follows: 

(b) Tlte grand jury is composed of not more titan twelve 
qualified jurors. In addition, the court shall qualify and 
impanel not more titan (our [twe] alternates to serve on 
disqualification or unavailability of a juror during the term of 
the grand jury. On learning that a grand juror has become 
disqualified or unavailable during the term of the grand jury, 
the attorney representing the state shall prepare an order for 
the court identifying the disqualified or unavailable juror, 
stating the basis for the disqualification or unavailability, 

Associated CCR Draft: 84R33876 

House Bill 2150 
Conference Committee Report 
Section-by-Section Analysis 

SENA TE VERSION (IE) 

1. Are you a citizen of this state and county, and qualified to 
vote in this county, under the Constitution and Jaws of this 
state? 
2. Are you able to read and write? 
3. Have you ever been convicted of misdemeanor theft or any 
[a] felony? 
4. Are you under indictment or other legal accusation for 
misdemeanor theft or for any felony? 

SECTION 7. Article 19.26, Code of Criminal Procedure, is 
amended to read as follows: 
Art. 19.26. JURY IMPANELED. (a) When at least sixteen 
[feurleenj qualified jurors are found to be present, tlte court 
shall select twelve fair and impartial persons to serve as 
grand jurors and (our additional persons to serve as 
alternate grand jurors. 
In selecting tlte grand jurors and tlte alternate grand jurors, 
tlte court shall consider tlte county's demographics related to 
race, ethnicity, sex, and age. [FA 1 ( 1 )-(2)] 
(b) Tlte court shall proceed to impanel tlte grand jury, 
unless a challenge is made, wlticlt may be to the array or to 
any particular person presented to serve as a grand juror or 
an alternate. 
{ (b) T!te gnmd jury is eomp9Sed o-f Mot more t!um twelve 
qutllified juFOrs.j In addition, the court shall [qufllify tlmij 
impanel (our [Mot moH! t!ttllf two] alternates to serve on 
disqualification or unavailability of a juror during the term of 
the grand jury. On learning that a grand juror has become 
disqualified or unavailable during the term of the grand jury, 
the attorney representing the state shall prepare an order for 
the court identifying the disqualified or unavailable juror, 
stating the basis for the disqualification or unavailability, 

3 

CONFERENCE 

SECTION 8. Same as Senate version except the grand 
;urors and the alternate grand jurors shall be randomly 
selected from a fair cross section of tlte population of tlte 
area served by the court. 
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HOUSE VERSION 

dismissing the disqualified or unavailable juror from the grand 
jury, and naming one of the alternates as a member of the 
grand jury. The procedure established by this subsection may 
be used on disqualification or unavailability of a second or 
subsequent grand juror during the term of the grand jury. For 
purposes of this subsection, a juror is unavailable if the juror 
is unable to participate fully in the duties of the grand jury 
because the juror is unwilling to serve on the grand jury or is 
otherwise neglecting the juror's duty to serve, or because of 
the death of the juror or a physical or mental illness of the 
juror. 

SECTION 7. Article 19.30, Code of Criminal Procedure, is 
amended. 

SECTION 8. Article 19.31, Code of Criminal Procedure, is 
amended to read as follows: 
Art. 19.31. CHALLENGE TO JUROR . .(fil A challenge to a 
particular grand juror may be made orally for any of the 
following causes [oo-ly]: 
1. That the juror is insane; 
2. That the juror has such defect in the organs of feeling or 
hearing, or such bodily or mental defect or disease as to render 
the juror unfit for jury service, or that the juror is legally blind 
and the court in its discretion is not satisfied that the juror is 
fit for jury service in that particular case; 
3. That the juror is a witness or a target in an investigation by 
a grand jury; 
4. That the juror served on a petit jury in a former trial of the 
same alleged conduct or offense that the grand jury is 
investigating; 
5. That the juror has a bias or prejudice in favor of or against 

Associated CCR Draft: 84R33876 
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SENATE VERSION (IE) 

dismissing the disqualified or unavailable juror from the grand 
jury, and naming one of the alternates as a member of the 
grand jury. The procedure established by this subsection may 
be used on disqualification or unavailability of a second or 
subsequent grand juror during the term of the grand jury. For 
purposes of this subsection, a juror is unavailable if the juror 
is unable to participate fully in the duties of the grand jury 
because of the death of the juror1 [Mj a physical or mental 
illness of the juror, or any other reason the court determines 
constitutes good cause for dismissing the juror. [FA 1 (3 )-( 4)] 

SECTION 8. Same as House version. 

SECTION 9. Article 19.31, Code of Criminal Procedure, is 
amended to read as follows: 
Art. 19.31. CHALLENGE TO JUROR . .(fil A challenge to a 
particular grand juror may be made orally for any of the 
following causes [oo-ly]: 
1. That the juror is insane; 
2. That the juror has such defect in the organs of feeling or 
hearing, or such bodily or mental defect or disease as to render 
the juror unfit for jury service, or that the juror is legally blind 
and the court in its discretion is not satisfied that the juror is 
fit for jury service in that particular case; 
3. That the juror is a witness in or a target of an investigation 
of a grand jury; 
4. That the juror served on a petit jury in a former trial of the 
same alleged conduct or offense that the grand jury is 
investigating; 
5. That the juror has a bias or prejudice in favor of or against 
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SECTION 9. Same as House version. 

SECTION 10. Same as Senate version. 
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the person accused or suspected of committing an offense that 
the grand jury is investigating; 
6. That from hearsay, or otherwise, there is established in the 
mind of the juror such a conclusion as to the guilt or 
innocence of the person accused or suspected of committing 
an offense that the grand jury is investigating as would 
influence the juror's vote on the presentment of an indictment; 
7. That the juror is related within the third degree by 
consanguinity or affinity, as determined under Chapter 573, 
Government Code, to a person accused or suspected of 
committing an offense that the grand jury is investigating or to 
a person who is a victim of an offense that the grand jury is 
investigating; 
8. That the juror has a bias or prejudice against any phase of 
the law upon which the state is entitled to rely for an 
indictment; 
9. That the juror [he] is not a qualified juror; and 
.lQ,_ [~] That the juror [he] is the prosecutor upon an 
accusation against the person making the challenge. 
(a-1) A challenge under Subdivision (a)(3) may be made ex 
parte and shall be reviewed and ruled upon in camera. Any 
record of the challenge shall be placed under seal by the 
court. 
(b) In this article, "legally blind" has the meaning assigned by 
Article 35 .16(a). 

SECTION 9. Chapter 19, Code of Criminal Procedure, 1s 
amended. 

SECTION I 0. Section 24.014(b ), Government Code, is 
amended. 
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the person accused or suspected of committing an offense that 
the grand jury is investigating; 
6. That from hearsay, or otherwise, there is established in the 
mind of the juror such a conclusion as to the guilt or 
innocence of the person accused or suspected of committing 
an offense that the grand jury is investigating as would 
influence the juror's vote on the presentment of an indictment; 
7. That the juror is related within the third degree by 
consanguinity or affinity, as determined under Chapter 573, 
Government Code, to a person accused or suspected of 
committing an offense that the grand jury is investigating or to 
a person who is a victim of an offense that the grand jury is 
investigating; 
8. That the juror has a bias or prejudice against any phase of 
the law upon which the state is entitled to rely for an 
indictment; 
9. That the juror [he] is not a qualified juror; and 
.lQ,_ [~] That the juror [he] is the prosecutor upon an 
accusation against the person making the challenge. 
(b) A challenge under Subsection (a)(3) may be made ex 
parte and shall be reviewed and ruled on in an in camera 
proceeding. The court shall seal any record of the challenge. 

(c) In this article, "legally blind" has the meaning assigned by 
Article 3 5 .16(a). 

SECTION_. Same as House version. [Added by FAl(6)] 

SECTION I 0. Same as House version. 

5 

CONFERENCE 

SECTION 11. Same as House version. 

SECTION 12. Same as House version. 
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SECTION 11. Section 24.135(c), Government Code, IS 

amended. 

SECTION 12. Section 24.377(b), Government Code, is 
amended. 

SECTION 13. Section 24.396(b ), Government Code, IS 

amended. 

SECTION 14. Section 24.487(b ), Government Code, is 
amended. 

SECTION I 5. Section 24.568(d), Government Code, is 
amended . 

SECTION 16. Section 24.596(b ), Government Code, is 
amended. 

SECTION I 7. The heading to Section 402.024, Government 
Code, is amended. 

SECTION I 8. Section 402.024(b ), Government Code, 1s 
amended. 

SECTION 19. Repealer. 

SECTION 20. The changes in law made by this Act do not 
apply to a county with a population of 500,000 or less. 

SECTION 2 I. Section 402.024(b ), Government Code, as 
amended by this Act, applies only to a court action arising 

Associated CCR Draft: 84R33876 
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SECTION 11. Same as House version. 

SECTION 12. Same as House version. 

SECTION 13 . Same as House version. 

SECTION 14. Same as House version . 

SECTION 15 . Same as House version. 

SECTION I 6. Same as House version . 

SECTION I 7. Same as House version. 

SECTION I 8. Same as House version. 

SECTION 19. Same as House version. 

No equivalent provision. 

See SECTION 20(b) below. 
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SECTION 13. Same as House version. 

SECTION I 4. Same as House version . 

SECTION I 5. Same as House version. 

SECTION I 6. Same as House version. 

SECTION I 7. Same as House version. 

SECTION I 8. Same as House version. 

SECTION 19. Same as House version. 

SECTION 20. Same as House version. 

SECTION 21. Same as House version . 

Same as Senate version . 

See SECTION 22 below. 
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from an act of a person that occurs on or after the effective 
date of this Act. A court action arising from an act of a person 
that occurred before the effective date of this Act is governed 
by the law in effect on the date the act occurred, and the 
former law is continued in effect for that purpose. 

SECTION 22. The changes in law made by this Act apply to 
a grand jury impaneled on or after the effective date of this 
Act. A grand jury impaneled before the effective date of this 
Act is governed by the law in effect on the date the grand jury 
was impaneled, and the former law is continued in effect for 
that purpose. 

SECTION 23. Effective date. 

Associated CCR Draft: 84R33876 

House Bill 2150 
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SECTION 20. (a) Except as provided by Subsection (b) of 
this section, the changes in law made by this Act apply to a 
grand jury impaneled on or after the effective date of this Act. 
A grand jury impaneled before the effective date of this Act is 
governed by the law in effect on the date the grand jury was 
impaneled, and the former law is continued in effect for that 
purpose. 
(b) Section 402.024(b), Government Code, as amended by this 
Act, applies only to a court action arising from an act of a 
person that occurs on or after the effective date of this Act. A 
court action arising from an act of a person that occurred 
before the effective date of this Act is governed by the law in 
effect on the date the act occurred, and the former law is 
continued in effect forthat purpose. [FAl(S)] 

SECTION 21. Same as House version. 
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SECTION 22. Same as Senate version. 

SECTION 23. Same as House version. 
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD 

Austin, Texas 

FISCAL NOTE, 84TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION 

May 30, 2015 

TO: Honorable Dan Patrick, Lieutenant Governor, Senate 
Honorable Joe Straus, Speaker of the House, House of Representatives 

FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board 

IN RE: HB2150 by Alvarado (Relating to the organization of a grand jury.), Conference 
Committee Report 

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated. 

The bill would amend the Code of Criminal Procedure to eliminate the appointment by a district 
judge of the position of jury commissioner within the process of selection and impaneling of a 
grand jury. The bill would also eliminate related language pertaining to a jury commissioner, 
including the repeal of certain provisions, and makes changes to the causes for which a challenge 
to a grand juror may be made. The bill modifies the mode of test for trying the qualifications of 
any person to serve as a grand juror and requires the court to randomly select persons according 
to certain criteria for purposes of jury selection. The bill requires the court to select 12 qualified 
persons to serve on the grand jury and four alternative jurors. In addition, the bill requires jurors 
that determine they could be subject to a valid challenge for cause to recuse themselves from 
grand jury service until the cause no longer exists. A juror that knowingly fails to recuse 
themselves may be held in contempt of court. The bill repeals provisions related to grand jury 
selection, oath administration, jury summons, failure to select a grand jury, and other provisions 
concerning grand juries and court processes associated with grand juries. 

Based on the analysis of the Office of Court Administration, duties and responsibilities associated 
with implementing the provisions of the bill could be accomplished by utilizing existing 
resources. 

Local Government Impact 

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated. 

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Administration, Texas Judicial Council 

LBB Staff: UP, KJo, ESi, GDz 
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Certification of Compliance with 
Rule 13, Section 6(b), House Rules of Procedure 

Rule I J. Section 6(b). House Rules of Procedure. requires a copy of a conference committee 
report signed by a majorit) uf each committee l1f the conference to be furnished to each member 
of the Cl)mmittcc in person or. if unable to deliver in person. h~ placing a copy in the member's 
ne\\ spaper mailbox at least one hour before the report is furnished to each member of the house 
under Rule 13. Section IO(a). The paper copies of the report submitted to the chief clerk under 
Rule I J. Secti1..m I O(b), must contain a certificate that the requirement of Rule 13. Section 6(b). 
has been satisfied. and that certificate must be attached to the copy of the report furnished to each 
member under Rule 13. Section IO(d). Failure to comply with this requirement is not a 
sustainable point of order under Rule 13. 

I certify that a copy of the conference committee report on H B 1.1.) 0 was furnished to 
each member of the conference committee in compliance with Rule 13. Section 6(b ). House 
Rules of Procedure. before submission of the paper copies of the report to the chief clerk under 
Rule 13, Section IO(b), House Rules of Procedure. 

(name) {date) 
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