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DIGEST

Currently, under federd law, states are dlowed to apply for waivers of certain Medicaid requirements,
including Section 1915(c) waiver programs, which alow states to provide home and community based
sarvicestoindividuaswho qudify for careinaningtitution. Texasoperateseight Section 1915(c) waivers.
Thishill would requirethe Hed th and Human Services Commissonto make uniformthefunctionsreating
totheadministration and ddlivery of Section 1915(c) waiver programs, and further requirethecommission
to develop and implement a pilot program to assess the advisability of consolidating the Section 1915(c)
walver program.

PURPOSE
As proposed, H.B. 2148 sets forth guiddlines for the functions of a Section 1915(c) waiver program.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

Rulemaking authority is granted to the Hedlth and Human Services Commissionin SECTION 2 (Section
531.0219(a), Government Code) of thishill.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 531.001, Government Code, by adding Subdivision (6), to define“ Section
1915(c) waiver program.”

SECTION 2. Amends Chapter 531B, Government Code, by adding Sections 531.0218, 531.0219,
531.02191, asfollows:

Sec. 531.0218. LONG-TERM CARE MEDICAID PROGRAMS. Requires the Hedlth and
Human Services Commission (commission) to make uniform the functions relating to the
administration and ddlivery of Section 1915(c) waiver programs (waiver program) , including:
rate-setting; the applicability and use of service definitions, quaity assurance; and intake data
elements. Providesthat Subsection (@) does not apply to functions of awaiver program that are
operated in conjunction with afederaly funded Medicaid program of the state authorized under
thefedera Socid Security Act (42 U.S.C. Section 1396n(b)). Requiresthecommissionto ensure
that theinformation on individuas seeking to obtain servicesfrom waiver programsis maintained
on a single computerized database that is accessible to staff of each of the state agencies
administering those programs.

Sec. 531.0219. PILOT PROGRAM RELATING TO SECTION 1915(C) WAIVER
PROGRAMS. Requires the commission, by rule, to develop and implement a pilot program to
asess the advisability of consolidating the waiver program. Requires the waiver program to be
limited to aspecific geographi c areaand servetheindividua snot currently receiving servicesunder
awalver program. Requires the commission to submit a report to the legidature evauating the
effectiveness of serving, in asingle program, individuas eigible for awaiver program, not later
than January 1, 2004.

Sec. 531.02191. PUBLIC INPUT. Requires the commission to consult and obtain input from
certain persons and agencies, in complying with the requirements of Sections 531.0218 and
531.0219.

SECTION 3. Requires a state agency to request a walver or authorization from a federa agency, if
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determined to be needed for theimplementation of thisAct, and isauthorized to delay implementation until
such arequest is granted. Provides that the requirement of Section 531.0219, Government Code, is
contingent on the state receiving any necessary gpprova from afedera agency.

SECTION 4. Effective date: September 1, 1999.

SECTION 5. Emergency clause.
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