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DIGEST

Currently, thelawsaffecting jail sdifferentiate between existing and new facilities. H.B. 2469 would clarify
issues affecting new congtruction and iscong stent with past interpretation of statutes as standardsfor new
construction were promulgated.

PURPOSE

As proposed, H.B. 2469 establishes conditions regarding facilities requirements for county jalls.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Sections 351.007(a) and (b), Loca Government Code, to require acounty jail cell
designed for one person to have aclear floor area of 40 square feet or more. Requires any other housing
area or day room, rather than cell, compartment, or dormitory, in a county jail to have aclear floor area
of 18 sguare feet or more for each prisoner to be confined in the areaor room. Deletestext regarding a
safety vestibule.

SECTION 2. Amends Section 351.011(b), Loca Government Code, to make conforming changes.
SECTION 3. Amends Section 351.012(a), Loca Government Code, to require certain conditionsto exist
for aday room designed in a county jail for three or more prisoners, including specific requirements for

every eight prisoners confined in aroom. Makes a nonsubstantive change.

SECTION 4. Amends Section 351.014(d), Locd Government Code, to delete text regarding a
requirement for ahammock. Makes conforming changes.

SECTION 5. Amends Section 351.101, L ocal Government Code, to del etetext regarding low risk county
inmates.

SECTION 6. Makes application of this Act prospective to a county jail whose initial construction was
begun on or before December 23, 1976.

SECTION 7. Effective date: September 1, 1999.

SECTION 8. Emergency clause.
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