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Engrossed
DIGEST

Currently, Texaslaw authorizesgoverning boards (boards) of public genera academicingtitutions, health-
related ingtitutions, and technica colleges to construct educational and genera space costing less than
$300,000 and to undertake repair and renovation of these spaces when the cost is less than $600,000
without theoversight of the TexasHigher Education Coordinating Board (THECB). H.B. 3319 authorizes
the boards to undertake, without THECB oversight, projects involving new construction for which the
total cost will be lessthan $1 million, or $2 million for repair and renovation projects.

PURPOSE

As proposed, H.B. 3319 authorizes the governing boards of public generd academic ingtitutions, health-
related ingtitutions, and technical colleges to undertake construction projects costing certain amounts
without the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 61.058(a), Education Code, to require the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board (THECB) to approveor disapproveal new construction and repair and rehabilitation
of dl buildings and facilities at ingtitutions of higher education financed from any source provided that
THECB'’ scons deration and determination shall belimited to the purposefor which the new or remodeled
buildingsareto be used to assure conformity with gpproved space utilization Sandardsand theingtitution’s
approved programs and role and mission if the cost of the project isno more than $2,000,000, rather than
$600,000, but THECB may consider cost factors and the financia implications of the project to the state
if thetotal cost isin excess of $2,000,000; the requirement of gpproval for new construction applies only
to projectsthetotal cost of whichisinexcessof $1,000,000, rather than $300,000; and other requirements,
except as provided by Subsection (b) of this section. Makes conforming changes.

SECTION 2. Emergency clause.
Effective date: upon passage.
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