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DIGEST

Currently, Texas law does not provide a toll-free number for the attorney generd’s office to make a
request under the Public Information Act or for a person whose request for information has received an
inadequate response. C.S.S.B. 1079 would provideatoll-free number to assist membersof the public with
information requests by governmenta bodiesfor decisionsregarding exceptionsto the Public Information
Act.

PURPOSE

As proposed, C.S.S.B. 1079 establishes duties of the attorney general with regard to the public
information law.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Chapter 552A, Government Code, by adding Section 552.009, asfollows:

Sec. 552.009. TOLL-FREE NUMBER; ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OFFICE. Requires the
attorney generd to provide a statewide toll-free number by which members of the public may
contact the open records divison of the office of the attorney general. Requires each
governmenta body to post a notice of a meeting under Chapter 551. Requires a governmental
body that is not subject to Chapter 551 to post the number at a place convenient to the publicin
or by the adminigtrative office of the governmenta body. Requires a governmenta body to post
with the toll-free number a brief description, to be prescribed by the attorney generd, of the
divison'sfunction.

SECTION 2. Amends Section 552.321, Government Code, to authorize a requestor or the attorney
generd tofilesuit for awrit of mandamus compelling agovernmenta body to makeinformation available
for publicinspectionif thegovernmenta body refusesto request an attorney generd’ sdecision asprovided
by Subchapter G or refusesto supply public information that is not expected from required disclosure or
information.

SECTION 3. Emergency clause.
Effective date: upon passage.

SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE CHANGES

SECTION 1.
Deletes proposed Section 552.009, Government Code, regarding a public information advocate

withinthe attorney generd’ soffice. Adds new Section 552.009, Government Code, to requirethe
attorney generd’s office to provide a statewide toll-free number.
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