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AsFiled
DIGEST

Currently, the Federa Highway Beautification Act of 1965 controls the placement of billboards and
requires the screening of junkyards aong interstate and federa primary highways. If a state fails to
maintain “effective control” according to the federd statute, the state may be penalized up to 10 percent
of the annual federa highway apportionment. Texas complies with the law through the Texas Highway
Beautification Act, adopted in 1972, currently codified under Chapter 391, Transportation Code, and
enforced by Texas Department of Transportation (TXxDOT). However, TXDOT does not have the
authority to impose civil pendlties for violations relating to improper outdoor advertisng or lack of
screening for junkyards. Theonly penaty availableisacrimind pendty. S.B. 1220 would expand certain
penalty provisons within the chapter and provide TXDOT with more authority and greater flexibility to
enforce the provisons.

PURPOSE

Asproposed, S.B. 1220 expandscertain pendty provisionswithin Chapter 391, Transportation Code, and
permits more authority for the Texas Department of Trangportation to enforce the provisons.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 391.035, Trangportation Code, to makeaperson whointentionally violates
this Subchapter C liable for acivil pendty to the sate.

SECTION 2. Amends Chapter 391E, Transportation Code, by adding Sections 391.125-391.127, as
follows:

Sec. 391.125. INJUNCTION TO REQUIRE SCREENING. Requires an owner of certan
junkyards to screen their junkyards in accordance with Section 391.121, upon notice from the
TexasDepartment of Transportation (TXDOT). AuthorizesTxDOT todirect theattorney general
to apply for aninjunction to requirethe owner to screen thejunkyard. Entitlesthe stateto recover
from an errant owner certain costs and expenses incurred from requiring the junkyard to screen
itslf.

Sec. 391.126. CIVIL PENALTY. Makesaperson who intentionaly violatesthis subchapter to
beliableto acivil pendty in additionto acrimind penaty or aninjunctive action. Authorizesthe
attorney generd to sueto collect the pendty. Setsforth penalty amounts.

Sec. 391.127. SALVAGE VEHICLE DEALER LICENSE. Authorizes the Texas
Trangportation Commission to revoke or suspend a salvage deder’s license for a junkyard
screening violation.

SECTION 3. Emergency clause.
Effective date: upon passage.
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