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DIGEST

Currently, publicjunior collegesand public technica ingtitutionsin Texas providetechnical and vocationd
programs to meet workforce demands, and in some instances adapt their programs to meet the needs of
loca businesses. The costs of developing or redesigning a program have been shouldered either solely by
the college or indtitute, or in partnership with another entity. SB. 1780 establishes the high priority
program fund and requires the comptroller of public accountsto appropriate awards from the fund to an
eligible college or indtitute in an amount recommended by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating
Board.

PURPOSE

As proposed, S.B. 1780 creates a high priority program fund to support vocational and technical
education.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Title 3H, Education Code, by adding Chapter 151, asfollows:
CHAPTER 151. HIGH PRIORITY PROGRAM FUND

Sec. 151.001. DEFINITIONS. Defines “coordinating board,” “high priority program,” “high
priority program fund,” “public junior college,” and “public technica indtitute.”

Sec. 151.002. ESTABLISHMENT; PURPOSE. Sets forth the propose of the high priority
program (program). Providesthat the high priority program fund (fund) is established asameans
to accomplishthispurpose. Providesthat providing appropriate fundsto public junior collegesand
public technicd ingtitutes for programs is important to this state's welfare and is an important
public purposefor the expenditure of statefunds. Providesthat thefund isintended to enhancethe
date's economic growth by enhancing business competitiveness encouraging businesses and
industries to locate and expand in the State.

Sec. 151.003. ADMINISTRATION; GUIDELINESAND PROCEDURES. Requiresthe Texas
Higher Education Coordinating Board (board) to administer the fund. Requires the board to
determine whether a public junior college or public technicd ingtitution is eligible to receive an
award from the fund. Requiresapublic junior college or public technical ingtitute to demonstrate
to the board certain provisons, to be digible to receive an award. Requires the board, in
consultation with public junior colleges and public technical ingtitutes, to adopt guidelines and
procedures for the administration of this chapter.

Sec. 151.004. FUNDING. Providesthat the fund isfunded by appropriations and by gifts, grants,
and donations made for that purpose. Requires the comptroller to issue warrantsto each eligible
public junior college or public technica indtitute in the amount certified by the board to the
comptroller, from money appropriated from the fund. Authorizes the money to be expanded by
the public junior college or public technica institute only to support the development, design,
upgrade, renovation, or expanson of specific programsfor which the award is made and may not
be expanded for the generd support of ongoing instruction at the public junior college or public
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technicd indtitute. Authorizesmoney to be expended for facilitiesif necessary for thedevel opmernt,
upgrade, revision, or expanson of a program and approved by the board. Authorizes money
appropriated from the fund to be used to match a grant provided by private industry for a
particular program at an digible public junior college or public technical ingtitute. Provides that
supplies, materids, services, or equipment purchased by apublic junior college or public technicd
ingtitute with money received under this chapter are not subject to the authority of the General
Services Commission.

Sec. 151.005. PROGRESS REPORTS. Requires a public junior college or public technical
ingtitute receiving money under this chapter to report on the progress of the funded high priority
program to the board not later than September 1 of each year of the program, until the board
provides that further progress reports are not required.

Sec. 151.006. MERIT REVIEW. Requiresthe board to eva uate the effectiveness of this chapter
and programsreceiving money under thischapter and report itsfindingsto the Legidative Budget
Board not later than September 1 of the second year of each state fiscal biennium.

SECTION 2. Effective date: September 1, 1999.

SECTION. 3. Emergency clause.
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