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DIGEST

Currently, adedler of firearmsmay tradea handgun without including atrigger lock. A trigger lock wraps
around thetrigger of agun, smilar in designto apadlock; immobilizesthefirearm; and preventsaccidentd
discharge of thegun from restricted users, such aschildren. Approximately 500 children andteensdieeach
year inthe United States from accidentd discharge of firearms. At the sametime, homicide by ahandgun
isthreetimesmorelikely inhomeswherefirearmsare stored, and suicideisfivetimesmorelikdy. Trigger
locks may prevent afurther increasein homicide. S.B. 316 would create a Class C misdemeanor offense
for firearms dealers (licensed under Chapter 44, 18 U.S.C.) who sdll or provide firearms to a person and
do not sall or provide trigger locks intended to prevent accidental discharge.

PURPOSE

Asproposed, S.B. 316 creates an offense for adeder of firearms who sdlls, rents, leases, loans, or gives
aperson afirearm without atrigger lock.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Chapter 46, Pena Code, by adding Section 46.061, asfollows:
Sec. 46.061. TRANSFER OF FIREARM BY DEALER. Defines “deder of firearms.”
Establishesthat adeder of firearms commits an offense if the dedler slls, rents, leases, loans, or
givesafirearm to a person and does not sdll, rent, lease, [oan or give to the person atrigger lock
or amilar deviceto prevent accidentdl discharge. Providesthat an offense under thissectionisa
Class C misdemeanor.

SECTION 2. Effective date: September 1, 1999.

SECTION 3. Emergency clause.
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