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DIGEST

Currently, no approved management plans are in place to protect Texas estuaries. This bill would
implement and finance approved management plansfor designated estuaries of nationd significanceinthe
state

PURPOSE

Asproposed, S.B. 708 providesfor the implementation and financing of approved management plansfor
designated estuaries of nationa sgnificancein the Sate.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION1. DEFINITIONS. Defines“approvedimplementation program,” “gpproved comprehensive
conservation and management plan,” “implementing agency,” and “Nationa Estuary Program.”

SECTION 2. RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE OF ESTUARIES OF TEXAS
COAST. Recognizesthe state and nationa significance of Texas coast estuaries and recognizesthat the
cooperative efforts created by the Nationa Estuary Program serve a public and state purpose. Setsforth
that by virtue of that state purpose, an gpproved implementation program established under the National
Estuary Program is dligible to receive gate funds through a grant program administered by the Coastal
Coordination Council.

SECTION 3. FINDING OF BENEFIT AND PUBLIC PURPOSE. Recognizes the importance of
implementing estuary management plansby protecting andimprovingwater quaity and restoring estuarine
habitat that makes the bays and estuaries productive and continuing the involvement of the public and the
many interestswho use and appreci ate the estuarine resources of Texas. Setsforth that state participation
in estuary programs to protect state resources serves a public use and benfit.

SECTION 4. LEAD STATE AGENCY. Provides that the Coastal Coordination Council is the lead
state agency for theimplementation of approved comprehensve and management plans devel oped under
the Nationa Estuary Program.

SECTIONS. STATEAGENCY PARTICIPATION. Requirescertain sate agenciesto participateand
provide assistance to the estuary programs in implementing approved comprehensive conservation and
management plans.

SECTION6. ESTUARY PROGRAM OFF CES. Reguirestheestuary program officeof the Galveston
Bay Estuary, the Coastd Bend Bays Estuaries, and any other estuary of the state included in the Nationa
Estuary Program to be maintained in the region of the estuary involved.

SECTION 7. IMPLEMENTATION FUNDING.  Setsforth that funding for the implementation of

agpproved comprehendve conservation and management plans is to be shared by the date, local
governments in the area of the estuaries, and the federal government.

SECTION 8. ELIGIBILITY FOR STATE FUNDING. Providesthat acomprehensive conservation
and management planisdigiblefor gatefunding to assst inimplementation of theplanif certain conditions
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are met.

SECTION9. ADMINISTRATION. Authorizesthe Coastd Coordination Council and any state agency
designated asan implementing agency for an gpproved comprehens ve conservation and management plan
to accept and makegrantsand enter into contractsto accomplish theactionsidentified in the approved plan
and to further the purposes of this Act.

SECTION 10. EMERGENCY. Emergency clause.
Effective date: upon passage.
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