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DIGEST

Currently, Texaslaw providesfor crimina penaltiesfor fasfication of reports submitted to the Railroad
Commission (RRC); however, the RRC isnot explicitly empowered to impose adminigirative pendtiesfor
such violations. Failure to file certain information with the RRC isaviolation of itsrules, yet, filing false
formsisnot asobviousaviolation. Whilethefiling of fasereportsisacriminal offense, loca enforcement
officids, dready overburdened with large criminal caseloads, do not prosecute these offenses. S.B. 815
givesthe RRC theauthority toimpose administrative pendtiesof upto $1,000 per violationfor falsfication
of reports or forms required to befiled.

PURPOSE

Asproposed, S.B. 815 authorizestheimpaosition of an administrative penalty by the Railroad Commission
of Texasfor taking certain actions regarding fal se gpplications, reports, and documents and for tampering
with gauges.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 91.143, Natural Resources Code, to prohibit a person from making or
subscribing any application, report, or other document required or permitted to be filed with the Ralroad
Commisson (RRC). Providesthat aperson commitsan offenseif the person violatesthissection. Provides
that an offense under this section isafe ony punishable by imprisonment, fine or both. Authorizesthe RRC
toimposean adminigtrative penalty inthemanner provided by Sections81.0531-81.0534 on apersonwho
violates this section. Prohibits the amount of the penalty from exceeding $1,000 for each violation.

SECTION 2. Makes application of this Act prospective.

SECTION: Emergency clause.
Effective date: 90 days after adjournment.

SRC-ARR S.B. 815 76(R) Pagelof 1



