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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Currently, thereis no statutory authority for the creation of a county court at law in Aransas County.
Aransas County is currently served by three digtrict courts, and the demands of the digtrict judgesin
other counties cause unnecessary delay for legd mattersin Aransas County. Because Aransas County
has experienced population growth of more than 25 percent during the last decade, the legd community
in Aransas County has requested the cregtion of a county court at law to meet the growing lega needs
of Aransas County. H.B. 3643 creates the County Court at Law of Aransas County and establishesits
jurisdiction in regard to probate, juvenile, family, civil, and certain crimina cases.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Chapter 25C, Government Code, by adding Sections 25.0061 and 25.0062,
asfollows

Sec. 25.0061. ARANSAS COUNTY. Providesthat Aransas County has one statutory
county court, the County Court at Law of Aransas County.

Sec. 25.0062. ARANSAS COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a) Provides that,
in addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and other law, a county court at law
of Aransas County has concurrent jurisdiction with the ditrict court in certain cases and
proceedings.

(b) Providesthat the didtrict clerk serves as clerk of acounty court a law in matters of
concurrent jurisdiction with the district court, and the county clerk serves as clerk of a
county court a law in all other cases. Requiresthe digtrict clerk to establish a separate
docket for a county court at law. Requires the commissoners court to provide the
deputy clerks, bailiffs, and other personnd necessary to operate a county court at law.

(¢) Providesthat the jury iscomposed of 12 membersin al matters of concurrent
jurisdiction with the digtrict court and Six members in misdemeanor crimind cases and
all other cases.

SECTION 2. Amends Chapter 26E, Government Code, by adding Section 26.104. as follows:

Sec. 26.104. ARANSAS COUNTY. Providesthat the County Court of Aransas County has
no probate, juvenile, civil, or crimind jurisdiction.

SECTION 3. Providesthat, notwithstanding Section 25.0061, Government Code, as added by this
Act, the County Court at Law of Aransas County is created December 31, 2002, or on an earlier date
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determined by the commissioners court by an order entered in its minutes.

SECTION 4. Provides that, except as provided by Subsection (b) of this section, the effective date of
this Act is upon passage or September 1, 2001.  Providesthat Section 2 of this Act takes effect on the
date the County Court at Law of Aransas County is created.

SECTION 5. Requires the judge of the County Court of Aransas County, on the effective date of
Section 2 of thisAct, to transfer dl pending probate, juvenile, civil, and crimina casesin the court to the
County Court at Law of Aransas County.

SECTION 6. Providesthat, when acaseistransferred as provided by Section 5 of this Act, al
processes, writs, or other obligations issued from the County Court of Aransas County are returnable
to the County Court a Law of Aransas County asif originaly issued by that court.  Providesthat the
obligees on dl bonds taken for the County Court of Aransas County and al witnesses summoned to
appear in the County Court of Aransas County are required to appear before the County Court at Law
of Aransas County asif originaly required to appear beforeit.
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