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Engrossed

DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Currently, the presiding judge of the Harris County justice courts (presiding judge) has no other duties
than to preside over meetings of the justices of the peace and to gppoint specid judges from among a
pool of former judges of the justice courts, statutory county courts, and district courts of the Sate.
Additiondly, locd rules may only be adopted with a unanimous vote of the justices of the peace. H.B.
3662 expands the duties of the presiding judge of Harris County aswdll asthe list of qudified persons
available for gppointment as a specia judge. The bill also authorizes aloca rule to be adopted by a
two-thirds vote of the justices of the peace.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, ingtitution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Sections 75.404(d), (€), and (h), Government Code, to require the presiding
judge to keep arecord of the decisions of the judges; gppoint specia or standing committees necessary
for court management and adminitration; implement locd rules, including assgnment, docketing,
transfer, and hearings of cases, and provide statistica and management information requested by the
supreme court or the Office of Court Adminigtration of the Texas Judicia System. Authorizesthe
presiding judge, if ajustice of the peace in Harris County is absent or for any reason unable to preside,
to appoaint certain individuas, in addition to a qudified person authorized by law, who served as ajudge
in this state and who consents to the appointment as a gpecia judge to preside for the justice of the
peace. Authorizesalocal ruleto be adopted by two-thirds, rather than only by the unanimous, vote of
the justices of the peace.

SECTION 2. Effective date: September 1, 2001.
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