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DIGEST

The drategy of the United States Department of Justice for reducing crime dong the United States
border focuses on illega immigration, dien smuggling, and drug trafficking. The resulting increase in
related crimina cases has been handled by the five federd southwestern judicid digtricts dong the
border, including two in Texas. 1n 1999, these five courts received 27 percent of dl crimina case
filingsin the United States, while the other 73 percent of cases were spread among the country’s
remaining 84 federa didtrict courts. The total number of cases hasincreased draméticdly in the past
five years, while the judicial resources have hardly increased. Sméller cases are referred to local digtrict
attorneys in the border counties of Texas to prosecute, thereby burdening the local governments, which
are among the poorest in the United States. The annua cost to prosecute these federal crimind cases
ranges from $2.7 million to approximately $8.2 million per digtrict attorney jurisdiction, and it is
anticipated thet the tota cost will reach $25 million per year. The federd government has more
resources than the sate and local governments, and in turn must shoulder alarger portion of the
financia burden of federal border cases.

PURPOSE
C.SS.C.R. 12 submits the following resolutions:

Respectfully urges the Congress of the United States to authorize an additiond 18 federd
judges and commensurate staff to handle the current and anticipated casdloads dong the
Texas-Mexico border and to fully remburse local governments for the costsincurred in
prosecuting and incarcerating federal defendants; and

Requires the Texas secretary of state to forward officid copies of this resolution to the
president of the United States, the speaker of the house of representatives and the president of
the senate of the United States Congress, and to al the members of the Texas delegation to the
congress with the request that this resolution be officialy entered in the Congressional Record
asamemorid to the Congress of the United States of America.

SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE CHANGES

Differs from the origind by increasing the requested number of additiond federa judges from 16 to 18.
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