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DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Currently, petit juror and grand juror qudifications are not in line with other date Satutes. Statutes
governing al other jurors, whether grand jurors or petit jurorsin crimina cases, dready disqudify a
person who has been convicted of misdemeanor theft. C.S.S.B. 518 changes the qudifications for al
grand jurors and petit jurorsin civil and crimina cases to exclude persons who have been convicted of
amisdemeanor theft or any other fdony in dl goplicable sections, and makes the language of the
datutory provisions governing petit and grand jurors gender neutra.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a state officer, inditution, or
agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Article 19.08, Code of Crimina Procedure, asfollows:
Art. 19.08. QUALIFICATIONS. Requires no person, rather than any referencesto he or
him, to be selected or serve as agrand juror who does not possess certain quaifications,
including but not limited to, having not been convicted of misdemeanor theft or afdony.
SECTION 2. Amends Article 35.16(a), Code of Crimina Procedure, to provide that a chalenge for
cause is an objection made to a particular juror, aleging some fact which renders the juror, rather than
him, incapable or unfit to serve on the jury. Makes conforming changes.
SECTION 3. Amends Section 62.102, Government Code, as follows:
Sec. 62.102. GENERAL QUALIFICATIONS FOR JURY SERVICE. Adds conviction of
misdemeanor theft or afelony to the list of reasons for which a person, rather than he, is
disqudified from serving as a petit juror. Makes conforming changes.
SECTION 4. Makes application of this Act prospective.
SECTION 5. Effective date: September 1, 2003.

SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE CHANGES

Differsfrom origind in relating clause from “relaing to the qudifications for service as a ptit juror” to
“relating to the qudifications for service asagrand or petit juror and chalenges for cause.”

SECTION 1. Differsfrom origind by amending Article 19.08, Code of Crimina Procedure, rather
than Section 62.102, Government Code.

SECTION 2. Differsfrom origind by amending Article 35.16(a), Code of Criminal Procedure, rather
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than Section 62.102, Government Code.

SECTION 3. Differsfrom origind by redesignating Section 62.102, Government Code to this section,
rather than SECTION 1, and adds conviction of misdemeanor theft or afelony to the list of reasons for
which aperson, rather than he, is disquaified from serving as apetit juror. Makes conforming changes.
SECTION 4. Makes application of this Act prospective.

SECTION 5. Redesignated from SECTION 3 in the origind.

SRC-JLB C.S.SB. 518 78(R) Page 2 of 2



