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BILL ANALYSIS 
 
 
Senate Research Center S.B. 619 
79R2391 JTS-D By: Staples 
 Transportation & Homeland Security 
 3/7/2005 
 As Filed 
 
 
AUTHOR'S/SPONSOR'S STATEMENT OF INTENT 
 
As proposed, S.B. 619 amends Section 621.001, Transportation Code, to include the definition of 
a "port of entry."  The definition includes any place designed by the executive order of the 
president of the United States to be a port of entry.  It also states that a port of entry can be either 
publicly or privately owned.  This bill also allows for noncommissioned employees to issue 
citations for weight violations while under the supervision of a commissioned officer of the 
Texas Department of Public Safety. 
 
RULEMAKING AUTHORITY 
 
This bill does not expressly grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, 
institution, or agency.  
 
SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS 
 
SECTION 1.  Amends Section 621.001, Transportation Code,  to define "port of entry." 
 
SECTION 2.  Amends Section 621.408(b), Transportation Code, to authorize a 
noncommissioned employee, if the employee weighs a vehicle under Section 621.402 and 
determines that an enforcement action, such as the issuance of a citation, is warranted, to take 
enforcement action only if the employee is under the supervision of an officer of the Department 
of Public Safety.  Deletes existing text authorizing only a supervising officer to take the action. 
 
SECTION 3.  Amends Section 644.001, Transportation Code, by adding Subdivision (7) to 
define "port of entry." 
 
SECTION 4.  Amends Section 644.103(d), Transportation Code, to authorize the 
noncommissioned employee, if the employee's inspection shows that an enforcement action, 
such as the issuance of a citation, is warranted for a violation of this title or a rule under this title, 
including a federal safety regulation adopted under this chapter, to take enforcement action only 
if the employee is under the supervision of an officer of the department. 
 
SECTION 5.  Effective date:  September 1, 2005. 


