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BILL ANALYSIS 
 
 
Senate Research Center S.B. 580 
80R4999 DRH-F By: Hegar 
 Intergovernmental Relations 
 3/1/2007 
 As Filed 
 
 
AUTHOR'S / SPONSOR'S STATEMENT OF INTENT 
 
Under current law, a county clerk who is recording instruments filed is required to note at the 
foot of the record the date and time that the instrument is filed for recording.  However, digital 
recording technology for electronic filings of court records allows such recording information to 
be placed on the first page of the instrument.  Since documents filed for recording can vary in the 
number of pages, it is easier for recording software to place all or a portion of the recording 
information on the first, rather than the last, page.  This electronic recording process is being 
followed in about a dozen counties with no complaints. 
 
As proposed, S.B. 580 authorizes the county clerk to note the recording information, including 
the date and time, on the first page of an instrument filed with a county clerk that is recorded 
electronically. 
 
RULEMAKING AUTHORITY 
 
This bill does not expressly grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, 
institution, or agency.  
 
SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS 
 
SECTION 1.  Amends Section 193.001(b), Local Government Code, to authorize the county 
clerk to note the recording information, including the date and time, on the first page of an 
instrument filed with a county clerk that is recorded electronically as an exception to the 
requirement for the county clerk to note at the foot of the record the date and time that an 
instrument was filed for recording with a county clerk. 
 
SECTION 2.  Effective date:  upon passage or September 1, 2007. 


