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The final entry in a series of posts about the 33rd Legislature,
held 100 years ago. Read the previous posts on the general

atmosphere, veterans, women’s rights, and drought.

One hundred years ago, the majority of Texas schoolchildren, like the majority of Texans,
lived in rural areas (White, p. 18). The schools in these areas were mostly one-teacher
schools (75%), and the school term lasted less than three months for more than 2,000 of the schools, with 46%
average absentee rates (TEA, p. 53). Texas was one of just six states that did not have a compulsory attendance
law (White, p. 20).

The school buildings themselves were often in terrible condition (TEA, p. 53), and it was this particular problem
that lawmakers addressed during the 33rd regular session. Governor Colquitt emphasized the Democratic Party's
position on school buildings during his state of the state address:

"Our platform promises for better educational facilities and a better system of public education is the most
comprehensive utterance ever made by a political party in Texas on that subject."

The Legislature passed HB 24, which, for the first time, set out requirements for school building standards. Across
the country, new standards regarding heating, ventilation, and lighting were being implemented (Baker, p. 6).
HB 24, for example, states that "thirty cubic feet of fresh, warm air shall be supplied to each pupil in such a
manner as not to place any pupil in a disagreeable draft." This measurement of thirty cubic feet had begun in
Massachusetts and was, in 1913, becoming a nation-wide standard (Baker, p. 6).

The law also recommended that the windows be placed to the left of students (so that their arms and hands
would not block the sunlight when writing, presumably, right-handed (Baker, p. 6)), and that decorative "fluting,
turning, or carving" be kept to a minimum so as to not attract "dust and microbes."

 

School Building Standards Today

The Texas Administrative Code (19 TAC §61.1036) lays out guidelines for school facility construction. Notably,
since 1913, the code now includes specifications for computer classrooms and acknowledges that regular
classrooms may have technology in them (computers on carts, for example) that necessitates extra space. This
webpage on the TEA’s website includes information on design standards, facilities funding, and other relevant
information.

You can view current legislation about school facilities by searching with the subject “Education--Primary &
Secondary--Facilities (I0241)” using the Texas Legislature Online or, for older bills, the library’s Legislative
Archive System.

 

Texas Education Rankings, among U.S. States, in 1913 and Present

  1913 Rank1 Present Rank 1913 Value2 Present Value

Annual expenditure per child 39 494 $7 $8,767
Average annual teacher salary 30 345 $415 $48,638

Length of school year 39 Among majority (59%) of states with 180 day year6 133 days3
(approx. average)

180 days

NB: See end of blog post for footnotes.

 

Learn More about Education in the Early 20th Century

See a map of all the ISDs created during the 1913 session.
Read this report on the history of school building standards.
Some schools of the early 1900s are still around today; come to the library and page through Early Texas
Schools: A Photographic History to see these historical buildings.
A Study of Rural Schools in Texas, published in 1914 by the University of Texas, reviews the plight of rural
school communities in Texas; this report is available as part of the library’s collection of higher education
documents.
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1 Source for 1913 rankings and dollar amounts for teacher salary and expenditure per child: White, 1914.
2 Dollar amounts are unadjusted for inflation.
3 United States, Bureau of Education, 1917.
4 and 5 NEA Research, 2012.
6 Bush, Ryan and Rose, 2011.
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