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Since the end of Prohibition, Texas has allowed the sale of alcoholic beverages under a
three-tiered system intended to prevent close ties between manufacturers and
retailers. Businesses in each tier are by the

In recent years, the growing number of craft breweries and distilleries has prompted
calls for changes to the regulatory system to provide more opportunities for small
producers to reach consumers. At the same time, court rulings have challenged some
aspects of Texas' regulation of alcoholic beverages.

The current state of alcoholic beverage regulation in Texas and other states is
explored in a number of recent reports:

° , Texas Legislative Council, December
2012.

[ ]
, Texas Legislative

Council, October 2012.
° , rexas

Legislative Council, August 2012.
o , House Research

Organization, June 12, 2012.

During the 82nd Legislature in 2011, bills were filed which proposed to
, amend , allow breweries to

and allow

None of these bills passed, but there is no shortage of speculation that changes to
Texas' alcoholic beverage laws will again be considered during the 2013 legislative
session. Here are a few news stories which discuss issues related to alcoholic beverage
regulation:

. b
Texas Beverage Industry Journal, November 13, 2012.

° , Houston Chronicle, November 10,
2012.

° , Austin
American-Statesman, October 12, 2012.

° The Economist, September 8, 2012.

° , Texas Tribune, August 9, 2012.

° , Fort Worth

Star-Telegram, January 30, 2011.


http://www.tabc.state.tx.us/licensing/license_and_permit_description.asp
http://www.tabc.state.tx.us/
http://www.tabc.state.tx.us/
http://www.tlc.state.tx.us/pubspol/wine_regulation_2012.pdf
http://www.tlc.state.tx.us/pubspol/Brewpubs.pdf
http://www.tlc.state.tx.us/pubspol/Brewpubs.pdf
http://www.tlc.state.tx.us/pubspol/SundayLiquorSales.pdf
http://www.hro.house.state.tx.us/pdf/focus/brewers82-9.pdf
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/billlookup/History.aspx?LegSess=82R&Bill=SB595
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/billlookup/History.aspx?LegSess=82R&Bill=SB595
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/billlookup/History.aspx?LegSess=82R&Bill=HB660
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/billlookup/History.aspx?LegSess=82R&Bill=HB602
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/billlookup/History.aspx?LegSess=82R&Bill=HB602
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/billlookup/History.aspx?LegSess=82R&Bill=SB995
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/billlookup/History.aspx?LegSess=82R&Bill=SB995
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/billlookup/History.aspx?LegSess=82R&Bill=HB2436
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/billlookup/History.aspx?LegSess=82R&Bill=HB2436
http://www.texasbeverageindustry.com/?p=414
http://www.chron.com/business/economy/article/More-beer-more-jobs-from-craft-brewers-4025262.php
http://www.statesman.com/news/news/state-regional-govt-politics/craft-brewers-try-new-tactic-in-pitch-to-change-st/nSb7r/
http://www.economist.com/node/21562224
http://www.texastribune.org/texas-state-agencies/texas-alcoholic-beverage-commission/tabc-changes-what-it-means-to-be-a-beer/
http://www.star-telegram.com/2011/01/29/2807423/sunday-liquor-sales-could-get.html
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You can find bills related to alcoholic beverage regulation filed for the 83rd Regular
Session under the subject " " at


http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/Reports/Report.aspx?ID=subject&LegSess=83R&code=I0025
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/

